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In the absence of President Creed Rucker, Vice President Patsy Sable called the meeting to 
order. She welcomed everyone to the Coronado Foothills Homeowners Association (CFHA) 
annual meeting. A member from each committee gave a report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
From Rick Light, Treasurer of CFHA, the current account balance of its assets stand at 
$52,620.17.  Contribution for 2018 currently total $3,675.00.  Our expenses for the year so far 
are $529.96 yielding a net positive of $3,145.04. 
 
Architectural Review Report 
Curtis Copeland gave a presentation about our architectural review process. The CFHA design 
guidelines exist to preserve property value and can be found on the neighborhood website. The 
design review process is intended to be straightforward and prevent projects from negatively 
impacting property value. Curtis reminded homeowners that they can reach out to him at any 
time with questions about their projects and the design review process. 
 
Deed Restrictions 
Judy Nevin presented on deed restrictions. She reminded homeowners that everyone is covered 
by the deed restrictions even if they are not members of the association; however, it is important 
that people do belong, since enforcement benefits everyone in the neighborhood. The board is 
currently working on a few violations. These violations include trailers or other items stored 
outside of homes, and some air conditioning units on roofs that are not screened as required by 
the deed restrictions. 
 
Special Projects 
Marge Humphreys reported on several ongoing projects in our neighborhood: 
 
Membership 
In 2017, CFHA gained 21 new members. She welcomed ideas on how to increase membership. 
 
Mutt-mitts 
There are 5 dispensers throughout the neighborhood containing mutt-mitts. These can be used 
by dog owners walking their pets throughout our neighborhood. Marge reminded everyone to 
pick up after their dogs. She then thanked the hosts of these dispenser: Jackie, Rebecca, Cathy, 
Marshal, and Marge. 



 
Dumpsters 
CFHA rents 4-5 dumpsters in the spring, usually mid-March. The cost is approximately $1,400 to 
$1,800 and is paid for with HOA member dues. These dumpsters can be used by homeowners 
to dispose of vegetation. 
 
Weedwackers 
The Foothills Weedwackers work on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. They remove 
buffelgrass and fountaingrass. 
 
From mid-2008 through December 2017, the Weedwackers have removed 5,285 bags worth of 
buffelgrass and fountaingrass from our neighborhood totalling 2,250 volunteer hours. 
 
In 2017, they removed 295 bag with 204 volunteer hours. 
 
These invasive grasses are a fire risk for our homes and desert landscape, including our 
saguaros. They steal water from the native plants which in turn negatively affects the wildlife. 
Information is always in our Periodico and on the Desert Museum website 
(desertmuseum.org/buffelgrass). Alert letters are being sent to 53 homeowners for the 
presence of this invasive grass on their properties. 
 
How you can help: 

1. Join the Foothills Weedwackers on the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month. Contact 
Marge for more information. 

2. Keep your property clear of these dangerous grasses. 
3. Beat Back Buffelgrass Day is January 27th - Locations are on the Desert Museum 

website: desertmuseum.org/buffelgrass 
 
Communications Report 
4 Periodico Newsletters are sent per year to all homeowners, whether they are members or not. 
Emails about security issues or other immediate issues of interest to all are also sent out as 
needed. Anyone can join the email list. Send an email to Liz Whitaker from the CFHA website. 
http://coronadofoothills.org/board-contacts/ 
 
A recent and continuing problem that has been documented in the security alert emails is 
mailbox tampering. If you see people tampering with mailboxes other than their own, notify the 
sheriff and postal service immediately. Try to get identifying information such as a license plate 
number or make and model of the vehicle. 
 
Update on Neighborhood Roads 



The remaining time at the annual meeting was devoted to a discussion about how to deal with 
the poor condition of the neighborhood roads. Barry Weiss presented information on 
establishing an improvements district then opened the floor to questions. An improvement 
district is a Pima County program authorized by the State of Arizona in which property owners 
can vote by petition to self-fund reconstruction of their neighborhood’s road. Naomi Romano 
from the Pima County Department of Finance and Risk Management and a colleague from the 
Department of Transportation attended the meeting to answer homeowners’ questions. We 
learned that for an improvement district to be created, a majority (51%) of property owners must 
sign a petition to authorize it, in which case all property owners are obligated to participate. 
Participation would involve an assessment by the county that property owners can pay as a 
one-time payment, or they can pay it over a period of five or ten years with a 1% annual interest 
fee. The total cost per property owner is currently estimated to be about $3,500 (or $350 per 
year plus interest if paid over 10 years).  
 
The reason for considering an improvement district is that even if Pima County authorizes a 
new tax to pay for road improvements, the roads in our neighborhood would not undergo 
reconstruction until 2025-2027. And, currently, the plans are to authorize the tax only for one 
year, so continuation of the tax and further road improvement after that one-year period are 
uncertain. On the other hand, if we vote by petition to establish an improvement district, our 
roads would likely be repaved within about 2 years. We learned that this repaving would not be 
simply a seal-coat of asphalt. Rather, it would involve milling off all failed areas of road down to 
their solid base, and repaving them with 2 inches of new asphalt. It was also made clear that an 
improvement district is not a program of the homeowners association. It is a Pima County 
government program. The assessment fees would be collected by the County. The County, not 
CFHA, would manage the fund under specific rules governed by the state, and the County, not 
CFHA, would be responsible for hiring contractors and overseeing the road work. 
 
There was considerable discussion at the annual meeting about the pros and cons of 
establishing an improvement district, with numerous homeowners expressing their opinions. 
The CFHA board of directors will take all of that discussion into consideration as it decides on 
whether or not to proceed with helping property owners go forward with the petition process, 
and if so, how to proceed. 
 
The CFHA annual meeting was adjourned after discussion about the neighborhood roads 
subsided. 


