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President’s Message

Coronado Foothills Homeowners Association Newsletter – Spring 2016

If you attended our Annual Meeting, you already know that Southwest Gas intends to replace gas 
line pipes in our neighborhood.  The current pipes are old, deteriorating, have low density capacity, 
and many are in areas difficult to reach or are exposed because of boulders.  A leak survey was 
completed recently which alerted Southwest Gas about the need for line replacement.  
Representatives of Southwest Gas and their contractor, Northern Pipe Line, have already been 
in the neighborhood locating all the lines and meters. Some preliminary work to prepare for the 
distribution lines has already been accomplished at certain locations in the neighborhood.  In 
addition, a few homeowners have been contacted in special situations.
  
Southwest Gas has already been replacing pipelines in the foothills including Sin Vacas, Skyline 
Country Club, and Cobblestone, all of which have rocky terrain similar to ours.  The original lines in 
our area are pre-1970s with smaller density capacity and are starting to deteriorate. Details of the 
Coronado Foothills Estates project are still being completed since there are approximately 7 miles 
of line in our area.  Southwest Gas intends to start the main project in March of this year with the 
project being completed in 2017.  There are some limited areas which will not be affected, but 
complete details are not yet available.
  
Prior to the first work within the subdivision, Blue Stake crews and possibly crews from other 
utilities will be locating lines.  They will also be “Pink Staking” as part of the Right-of-Way survey.
  
At all times, all personnel from Southwest Gas and Northern Pipe Line will wear identification 
badges.  Crews plan to work from 7am to 5:30 pm for now and 6:30 am to 5 pm in the summer 
unless special situations require longer hours.
  
The first part of the work involves installing new distribution lines in streets interior to our 
subdivision.  This requires digging in the street and sometimes limiting the flow of traffic to one 
lane.  Flagmen will keep the construction areas safe and keep traffic flowing.  In the rare case that 
a driveway is temporarily blocked, they have plates to cover any holes so access can be available 
in minutes.  After a line has been installed, they will put a temporary patch on the road.  These 
temporary patches may exist for some time until a paving crew comes through to put in a 
permanent patch.
  
The second part of the work will be connecting the houses to the new distribution lines in the 
streets.  (If you do not have gas now, but would like to have it installed, we’d recommend waiting 
until this project is finished. Contact with customer service is required.)
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The Coronado Foothills Estates will hold our annual Neighborhood 
Potluck on May 1, 2016, from 4:00-7:00 p.m.  CFHA will provide plates, 
utensils, napkins and drinks.  All families are welcome; just plan to bring 
your favorite dish.  This is a good chance to meet your neighbors and 
have a great time.  

We are looking for a host home for this year’s potluck.  If you might be 
interested in hosting this year’s gathering, please contact Liz Whitaker 
(299-9046, lizwhit@dakotacom.net).  She will be happy to provide 
further details.

President ‘s Message continued from Page 1
Prior to work:
• Most homeowners who do not have their meters at the house will be contacted to have them moved from the property line to the house. 
  (Currently, any line from the house to a meter at the property line is the responsibility of the homeowner should it need repair or replacement.)
• Door tags will be placed on doors approximately two weeks prior to when workers will be in the area.  Recognizing that there will be extended 
   times when homeowners may not be home, we recommend that you talk with your neighbors to help with communications.
During the work:
• If your meter is old and outdated, it will be replaced.
• New connections will be created from meters to distribution lines.
• There should not be any extended outages since a plumber will be on site to hook new lines to houses and 
  tend to any appliances in the house needing startup.
After the work:
• SW Gas or Northern Pipeline will cut out and remove exposed pipes soon after a particular area is completed.
• In the cases where vegetation was removed, the area will be replanted.
  
We hope that homeowners will be able to cooperate with the organizations installing the new lines and services as the project is occurring.  This 
upgrade will make our area safer and limit the liability of homeowners where the meters are placed at the house.  The crews have asked that you do 
not stay in areas where construction is taking place so that they can keep those areas safe.
  
Your Homeowners Association will meet periodically with supervisors for the project so that we can provide updates as progress occurs.  If you are 
not already a member, we encourage you to join your HOA and provide your email address to receive timely information.

Visit the website www.coronadofoothills.org for updates as they become available.  

Annual Potluck

Upcoming Dates/Events

April 20, 6:00 pm
CFHA Board Meeting (members invited)

(Contact Liz for location)

May 1,  4-7:00 pm
Neighborhood Potluck

Location to be determined
(Contact Liz if you’d like to host)



Last spring your CFHA emailed an alert regarding a valley fever research project 
being conducted in our “park” near Havasu. Dr. Bridget Barker from Northern 
Arizona University, Pathogen Genomics Division, heads up the research. Our 
subdivision was targeted as a result of the many dogs diagnosed by nearby 
veterinarians as having valley fever. Dr. Barker has taken numerous soil 
samples and found valley fever spores, but needs additional data. The 
following are excerpts from her Valley Fever P.A.W.S (Prevention, Awareness, 
and Working for Solutions) flyer.

A Few Facts About Valley Fever
– 28% of dogs in Tucson catch Valley Fever by the age of two; 6% of these dogs 
    will show signs of clinical illness.
– Valley Fever kills 200-500 Americans every year, and infects 500,000. (Yes, 
    valley fever affects humans).
– The spores are frequently airborne.

– Valley Fever is frequently misdiagnosed because many symptoms overlap with other diseases.

Study
Public and clinical awareness of Valley Fever is low outside southern Arizona and California’s central valley resulting in “ lengthy time to diagnosis, and delayed or unnecessary 
treatment, resulting in increased health care cost and patient stress.” Dr. Barker needs data from both affected and unaffected dogs living in areas where they may be exposed 
to the fungus. Because she needs “... data for dog breeds that are potentially exposed but don’t get sick,please help us by reporting breed specific information on dogs that DO 
NOT have the disease. Your information will be used to understand breed specific risk for disease.” Data will be used to correlate affected and unaffected dogs with breed. She 
anticipates certain breeds are more susceptible. “These data will help us understand host factors that may translate to human disease.”

How You Can Help
Go to the registry website and complete the survey (tgen.org/home/research/valley-feverpaws). For more information, Dr. Barker can be emailed at 
ValleyFeverPAWS@tgen.org. If you would like a copy of the flyer, request one from Marge Humphreys at mhumph67@aol.com

Your Foothills Weedwackers worked with another team from the HOA immediately 
west of CFHA on the county-wide Beat Back Buffelgrass Day, January 23rd. The two 
groups filled 29 bags of both buffelgrass and fountain grass from the area of Skyline 
near Evans Mountain.

In 2015 the Weedwackers totaled 221 volunteer hours filling 319 bags. From mid 
2008 to December, 2015, your Weedwackers spent 1,817 volunteer hours filling 
3,699 bags of these invasive grasses.

Buffelgrass and fountain grass are being targeted as an environmental threat. In addition to choking out our native grasses, wildflowers, and cacti, 
including the magnificent saguaro, buffelgrass is an extreme fire hazard. It burns at a high heat and quickly spreads. Our abundant rains this winter 
will produce welcomed vegetation but also germinate buffelgrass and fountain grass seeds, thus providing additional fuel for a fire. The loss of 
native vegetation also means a loss of our wildlife.

The Weedwackers thank those homeowners who have cleared their property, but we still have reports of many sightings of the banned grass and 
it’s cousin, fountain grass, within our subdivision. We urge all homeowners to do their part, be a responsible neighbor and eradicate. If you need as-
sistance identifying the grass(s), you can contact a Weedwacker, go to www.buffelgrass.org, or contact Marge Humphreys at mhumph67@aol.com.

2016 Beat Back Buffelgrass Day A Success

VALLEY FEVER
 RESEARCH UPDATE
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I’m a new member of the CFHA board of directors, and have taken on the 
responsibility of serving as CFHA’s road safety liaison to the county.  I’ve 
surveyed all the roads in our area and have reported the most serious 
safety concerns to our county supervisor’s office.   I’ll continue to perform 
periodic surveys and report problems I’ve identified. But, it occurs to me 
that if “the squeaky wheel get the grease” (or, in this case, the asphalt), 
then it might be useful and more effective for many residents in our 
neighborhood to be reporting road problems.  The more reports, the 
more likely the county will respond. When I identify road safety problems 
(eg, large potholes or streets that need sweeping), I’ll continue to report 
them to the supervisor’s office.  But, I suggest that you also report road 
problems that you identify.  You can do this by calling the county roadway 
maintenance “hotline” at 520-724-2639.  Reports can also be submitted 
online by completing a form that can be found at
https://webcms.pima.gov/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=65988.  
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at 
615-1121.                                                                                             - Barry Weiss

Road Conditions in Our Neighborhood 
– It’s Your Call

Your HOA once again is sponsoring five dumpsters/roll-offs this 
spring. They will be dropped off on Friday, March 18th and picked up 
on Monday, March 28th. If you are not a member, now is the time to 
join to take advantage of this membership benefit.
Remember:
Only vegetation
Place only in the dumpster.
Do not fill beyond the top. If full, go to another.
Be courteous and place debris towards the back.
If possible, crush the debris to allow for more volume.
Thank you to the following hosts:
Donna and Allen 4163 E. Coronado
Pat and Jerry 4260 E. Havasu (across the street) – two dumpsters
Loris and Barney 4550 E. Quivera (driveway on Catalina)
Pami and Guy 6401 N. Mesa View

DUMPSTERS FOR 

MEMBER USE 

ARRIVING IN MARCH

FIVE DUMPSTERS
to be dropped off on 
Friday, March 18th 

and picked up on 
Monday, March 28th.


